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Introduction

The First Defense of the Mission

Before the Constitution was even ratified, a group
of its key framers—those who were in the room
where it happened—set out to explain and defend
it to the American people. The result was The
Federalist Papers.

These essays weren't academic exercises. They
were a real-time campaign to win support for a
new form of government—one grounded not in
monarchy, religion, or force, but in reason,
consent, and purpose. That purpose was made
clear in the Preamble.

While the Constitution lays out the structure of
government, the Preamble states the mission: to
establish justice, ensure domestic tranquility,
provide for the common defense, promote the
general welfare, and secure the blessings of
liberty.

The Federalist Papers, written primarily by
Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, and John
Jay, offer the first extended defense of that
mission. Each essay reinforces how the proposed



Constitution aimed to serve those goals—not just in
theory, but through checks, balances, and
accountability to “We the People.”

What follows is a selection of modern-language
summaries grouped by those founding pillars.
Read them not just as history, but as a challenge:
Are we still living up to the mission they fought to
define?



®
Establish Justice

Federalist No. 1 - Setting the Stage (Hamilton)
Theme:

The Moral Stakes of Self-Governance: Hamilton
opens the series with a challenge: can a society
choose justice through reason and design, or will
it fall into chaos and power plays? A just system,
he argues, must be the product of thoughtful
structure-not tribal instincts or accidents of history.

Federalist No. 10 - Faction and Fairness
(Madison) Theme:

Justice Requires Guardrails Against Majority
Tyranny: Justice breaks down when any one group
dominates. Madison argues a large republic can
dilute factional power and protect minority rights,
creating a fairer system for all.



Federalist No. 51 - Checks That Ensure Fairness
(Madison) Theme:

No One Should Be Judge in Their Own Case:
Power tends to corrupt-so to ensure justice,
government must divide power and let each part
keep the others in check. Fairness comes from a
structure that prevents abuse, not from trusting
leaders to always do the right thing.

Federalist No. 78 - Courts as Guardians of
Justice (Hamilton) Theme:

Impartial Judges Protect Rights and Due Process:
To uphold justice, courts must be independent
and guided by the Constitution. Judges are the
quiet defenders of fairness-striking down unjust
laws and ensuring the government obeys its own
rules.



Ensure Domestic
Tranquility

Federalist No. 2 - Unity Brings Peace (Jay)
Theme:

Shared Identity Is the Foundation of Stability: John
Jay reminds readers that Americans are bound by
culture, language, and geography. Peace at home
depends on recognizing that unity-not tribal
division-is the best way to settle disputes and
prevent internal conflict.

Federalist No. 3 - Strong Government Prevents
Disorder (Jay) Theme:

Internal Stability Requires National Oversight: Jay
argues that a united national government is less
likely to provoke internal unrest or act unjustly
than smaller state governments, which may be



more prone to faction and conflict.

Federalist No. 28 - National Power to Restore
Order (Hamilton) Theme:

The Government Must Be Able to Respond to
Crisis: Hamilton says the federal government must
have the strength to restore peace if domestic
unrest breaks out. It's a safeguard-not against the
people-but against chaos and insurrection.

Federalist No. 84 - Rights and Tranquility
(Hamilton) Theme:

The Constitution Itself Protects Civil Peace:
Hamilton argues that the structure of the
Constitution, even without a formal Bill of Rights,
already protects freedoms that help ensure public
tranquility-like habeas corpus and trial by jury. A
just system leads to a stable one.
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Provide for the
Common Defense

Federalist No. 23 - National Defense Must Be
Unified (Hamilton) Theme:

Security Requires National Strength: Defense isn't
optional. Hamilton stresses that only a national
government-not fragmented states-can gather
resources and coordinate effectively to protect the
country from external threats.

Federalist No. 24 - Standing Armies and Safety
(Hamilton) Theme:

Preparedness Prevents Vulnerability: Some fear
standing armies, but Hamilton says being
defenseless is worse. A just government must be
able to protect its people-even in times of peace-
because threats don't wait for paperwork.
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Federalist No. 25 - Defense Is a Shared
Obligation (Hamilton) Theme:

National Threats Require National Solutions: State-
by-state defense is a recipe for weakness.
Hamilton makes the case that defending the whole
country is a collective duty, not something that can
be left to individual states.

Federalist No. 41 - Military Power, Limited by
Design (Madison) Theme:

Defense Without Despotism: Madison reassures
readers: yes, national defense needs muscle-but
the Constitution includes safeguards to prevent
abuse. Congress controls funding, so the military
can't become a tool of tyranny.
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Promote the General
Welfare

Federalist No. 30 - Taxes for the Common Good
(Hamilton) Theme:

No Welfare Without Revenue: Government can't
promote welfare if it's broke. Hamilton argues that
taxing authority is necessary to fund infrastructure,
defense, and public goods that benefit all-not just
a few.

Federalist No. 31 - Principles Over Preferences
(Hamilton) Theme:

Governance Must Be Grounded in Reason:
Hamilton insists that government must be guided
by first principles-reason, evidence, and the needs
of society-not by political whims or popular
passions.

1



Federalist No. 34 - Flexibility to Meet Public
Needs (Hamilton) Theme:

Welfare Requires Responsiveness: Unexpected
crises-wars, disasters, economic shocks-require a
government that can adapt. A rigid system can't
promote welfare because it can't respond in time.
Hamilton champions flexibility for the public good.

Federalist No. 62 - Stability in Policy (Madison)
Theme:

Long-Term Welfare Needs Steady Governance:
Madison argues that justice and welfare depend
on consistent laws-not sudden swings or
reactionary policies. The Senate was designed to
be a stabilizing force for good governance.
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Secure the Blessings of
Liberty

Federalist No. 9 - A New Kind of Liberty
(Hamilton) Theme:

Freedom Without Anarchy: Liberty doesn't mean
chaos. Hamilton argues that well-structured
federalism-where national and state powers are
balanced-can protect freedom better than loose
alliances or pure democracy.

Federalist No. 39 - Republican Government
Defined (Madison) Theme:

What Makes Government Legitimate? Madison
defines what it means to be a republic: power
from the people, exercised through elected
representatives, with rules that protect liberty for
all.
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Federalist No. 51 - Liberty Through Structure
(Madison) Theme:

Freedom Endures When No One Rules Alone: Yes,
this one applies again. Checks and balances aren't
just about fairness-they're about keeping power in
check so that liberty remains protected.

Federalist No. 84 - The Constitution Is a Charter
of Rights (Hamilton) Theme:

Liberty Doesn't Always Need a List: Hamilton
defends the Constitution against critics who
demand a Bill of Rights. He says many rights are
already baked into the structure-and that liberty is
best preserved by limiting government power, not
just listing freedomes.
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